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WELCOME TO ROOTY HILL HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Congratulations on enrolling your son or daughter for Year 7 at Rooty Hill High School.  
 

As you already know from the enrolment interview we offer a high level of personalised support to students 
and parents. 
 

In this community we know many parents and caregivers have busy lives – working, caring for family members, 
coaching their children’s sporting teams and just coping with the many challenges of raising teenagers. 
 

Most of our parents (over the very long history of the school) have done a great job raising their own children 
and we see that at Year 12 Graduation every year.  
 

Our job is to focus on providing every student with the opportunity to do his or her best at school – in academic 
studies, school service, the arts and sport. 
 

Our job is to understand the learning, social, emotional and physical needs of individual students and to support 
them from childhood to adulthood and life beyond school. 
 

We focus on students learning to know, to do, to be, to live together and to live sustainably in a high technology 
learning environment. We want to do more than graduate students with life and career options – we want our 
students to live the school’s values (PERSIST) and be great citizens who can contribute to their community. 
 

To do this, we know our job is also to provide a personalised service to individual parents and families when 
they need it.  
 

Increasingly we are meeting positively and proactively with parents to discuss a wide range of issues that affect 
families and students. We are also offering more targeted opportunities for parents to be involved in the school 
– in the ways they want. 
 

So, please contact us.  
 

Our senior staff, our year advisers, our teachers and our administrative staff always try to put parent questions 
first and to get back to parents as soon as they can. Our teachers will also contact you. 
 

For individual enquiries, the fastest way to contact us is by phone during school hours. After hours please leave 
a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. You can also contact us by email (see page 2). 
 

For general information and notices, please like our Facebook page. You can also look at the website, read our 
newsletter Missing Link (now online at - https://issuu.com/rootyhill) or follow us on Twitter and Instagram 
@RootyHillHS. 
 

We do hope you will come to assemblies, events and sporting carnivals if you have the time. 
 

We know that parents and caregivers who make time and show interest in their high school age children add 
considerably to the success of their children as adults. 
 

We look forward to working with you in the coming years. 
  
Christine Cawsey AM 
Principal Rooty Hill High School  
Learning, Leadership, Achievement 

  

IT’S AS SIMPLE AS A – E 

A – Attend class 

B – Behave in a positive way 

C – Complete all work  

D – Dress in uniform everyday 

E – Expect to do your best  

COVID Information for parents/carers - https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19  

https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Rooty Hill High School 

Address: North Parade, Rooty Hill 2766 

Postal Address: PO Box 70, Rooty Hill 2766 

Phone: (02) 9625 8104 

Office Hours: 8:00am – 3:30pm (or by appointment) 

Email: rootyhill-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Website: rootyhill-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 

Facebook: facebook.com/rootyhillhs 

Instagram & Twitter: @rootyhillhs 

YouTube: youtube.com/user/rootyhillhighschool 
 

CONTACTS 

Principal Ms Christine Cawsey AM 
Deputy Principal - Year 7 2022 Ms Conny Mattimore & Mr John Meng 
Other Deputy Principals Ms Caroline (Thelma) Vuki  

Mr Aaron Prestridge  

Welfare Team 
Head Teacher Junior School Ms Sarah Andrews 
Year Adviser - Year 7 2022 Mr Brendan Crosilla 
Counsellor Mr Bryce Thompson 
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https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/rights-and-accountability/complaints-compliments-and-suggestions/guide-for-

parents-carers-and-students  

https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/rights-and-accountability/complaints-compliments-and-suggestions/guide-for-parents-carers-and-students
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/rights-and-accountability/complaints-compliments-and-suggestions/guide-for-parents-carers-and-students
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SCHOOL VALUES: PERSIST 

When students start at the school, when parents view the school’s website, when teachers issue 

reports and when students reflect on their behaviour, they do so using the school’s values.  At 

enrolment and then in class students learn about the school’s values and learn how to demonstrate 

those values in their work, their behaviour, their relationships and their language. 
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THE RAISING RESPONSIBILITY SCHEME 

• Good behaviour, to make good choices and to take responsibility for their own actions. 

• At Rooty Hill High School, the Raising Responsibility System (RRS - designed by Marvin Marshall) 

is used to develop effective practices and identify behaviour that is “above (or below) the line”. 

Good is above the line. Good choices are above the line. Taking personal responsibility  

• In RRS discipline is defined as a quality held by students, staff and parents in managing their work, 

behaviour and lives. It is the lack of self-discipline that leads to poor choices and negative 

consequences. 

• The role of the teachers, students and adults is to develop procedures and systems to help all 

students demonstrate cooperative and democratic behaviour – doing the right thing. It is also the 

role of teachers and adults to act when students are bossing, bullying or unable to control their 

own behaviours (anarchy). Students learn there are consequences when behaviour is “below the 

line.” 

• Classroom procedures include the BBC (lesson outline tool), class codes for behaviour, class 

meetings, faculty documentation and assignment rubrics. School procedures are outlined below. 

• All Year 7 students and new students who enrol are taught how to use the school’s values and the 

Raising Responsibility Scheme. 

• If you would like a copy if the RRS chart for your “fridge” at home please ask. 

• Please note – This school uses “Choice Theory and Reality Therapy” as its underpinning behavior 

management approach. 
 

 

Above the line behaviours include: 

• Presenting quality work 

• Working well in a team 

• Acting co-operatively and accepting 
difference 

• Kindness 

• Respect for self and others 

• Taking responsibility 

• Respect 

• Politeness 

• Helping others 

Below the line behaviours include: 

• Bullying, cyber-bullying 

• Misuse of social media 

• Harming self or others 

• Disrupting the learning of self and 
others 

• Poor attendance, lateness and truancy 

• Not completing assessment tasks 

• Serious misbehaviour including verbal 
abuse, criminal behaviour, sexualised 
behaviour and dangerous behaviour 
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UNIFORM 

 

 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 

 

 

 

 

  

The Uniform Shop at Rooty Hill High 
School is operated by Daylight 
Sportswear.  
 

Normal operating hours 
during the school term: 
 

Monday 8:30 - 10:30am 
Tuesday 8:30 - 10:30am 
Wednesday 8:30 - 10:30am 
Thursday 8:30 - 10:30am 

 

Onsite shop contact: 0420 979 832 
 

Onsite shop email:  
rootyhill@daylightcorp.com 
 

Head Office contact: 02 4648 1066 

 
PURCHASE ONLINE: 
https://daylightsportswear.com/rootyhill/ 

https://daylightsportswear.com/rootyhill/
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LESSON TIMES – YEARS 7 - 10 

Period 1 8:40am – 9:55am 

Break 9:55am – 10:15am 

Period 2 10:15am – 11:30am 

Break 11:30am – 11:45am 

Period 3 11:45am – 1:00pm 

Lunch 1:00pm – 1:40pm 

Period 4 1:40pm – 2:55pm 
 

 

SCHOOL TRAVEL AND OPAL CARDS 

TRAVEL TO AND FROM SCHOOL – visit https://transportnsw.info/school-students  
Primary and secondary students in NSW could be entitled to free or concession travel to and from 
school. 
 

Free or subsidised school travel is available for eligible students through: 

• School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) for school journeys by public transport - 
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/schoolTravelPasses#/ 

• School Drive Subsidy, if you live in an area where there is no public transport - 
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/schoolDriveSubsidy 

 

If you live in Sydney and surrounding areas and do not qualify for these schemes, concession travel is 
available with: 

• School Term Bus Pass (for travel to and from school) https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/termBusPass 

• Child/Youth Opal card - for travel anytime - https://transportnsw.info/tickets-opal/opal/opal-card-types 
 

For all the information, to apply and for replacement cards, visit the School Student Transport Scheme 
(SSTS) website - https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/home#/ 
 
TRAVEL OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL 
When using public transport other than for school, children aged 4–15 and secondary students aged 
16 years and over are entitled to concession travel. Secondary students aged 16 years and over are 
required to travel with their Transport Concession Entitlement Card. 
 

For travel on Regional services, NSW secondary school students aged 16 to 18 years inclusive must 
hold the Transport Concession Entitlement Card. Victorian secondary school students aged 17 to 18 
years inclusive must hold the ‘Victorian Public Transport Concession Card’ endorsed ‘S’. 
 

How to apply for a Transport Concession Entitlement Card -https://transportnsw.info/tickets-opal/ticket-
eligibility-concessions/child-student-concessions/child-youth#accordion-eligibility-how-to-apply-validity-and-
replacement-cards-content 

  

• Monday Week A students finish at 
1:00pm. 

• School gates closed between 9:00am 
– 2:30pm (except Monday A). 

• Whole school assembly (in class on 
Microsoft Teams during COVID 
restrictions and exam periods) – 
Period 1 Tuesday Week A and B 

• During COVID restrictions Week B 
Year group Google Meet 

https://transportnsw.info/school-students
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/schoolTravelPasses#/
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/schoolDriveSubsidy
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/termBusPass
https://transportnsw.info/tickets-opal/opal/opal-card-types
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/home#/
https://transportnsw.info/tickets-opal/ticket-eligibility-concessions/child-student-concessions/child-youth#accordion-eligibility-how-to-apply-validity-and-replacement-cards-content
https://transportnsw.info/tickets-opal/ticket-eligibility-concessions/child-student-concessions/child-youth#accordion-eligibility-how-to-apply-validity-and-replacement-cards-content
https://transportnsw.info/tickets-opal/ticket-eligibility-concessions/child-student-concessions/child-youth#accordion-eligibility-how-to-apply-validity-and-replacement-cards-content
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ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is critical to success at school and Rooty Hill High School has a long record of student 

attendance at and above state, regional and local levels. The expected attendance is 95% (a maximum 

of 10 school days each year) and the minimum required attendance is 90% of each school term. Failure 

to meet attendance requirements can affect student progression and the award of credentials. Key 

aspects of the attendance procedures include: 

• There is no “roll call.” Rolls are marked at the beginning of every lesson. Morning classes start 
at 8:40am for students in Years 7-10. 

• Parents and caregivers need to provide a note, or leave a message, if their son or daughter is 
going to be absent or late to school before school on that day. 

• If students leave early they will be recorded as absent. Classes end by 2:55pm for students in 
Years 7-10. 

• Where a family knows a student will be taking leave or seeking exemption (e.g. surgery), the 
application for leave must be done at least one week prior to the leave. 

• If students will be absent for more than five days parents need to seek exemption for the 
absence. This includes extended illness, plans to travel and employment/work experience 
organised individually. Exemption is granted by the principal up to 50 days. Over 50 days the 
exemption must be approved by the School Director Educational Leadership. Exemptions are 
not automatically granted. Exemption application documents are available at the school office 
and on the school website. 

• Parents and caregivers should make appointments outside hours. No student will be able to 
leave after the start of Period 4 (1:40pm) unless organised before 9:00am by parents/caregivers.  

• The school uses SMS text messaging to advise parents if their sons or daughters are absent and 
to advise of variations to school routine that might affect attendance. Emergency messages are 
also sent by text. 

• Lateness and truancy are “below the line” behaviours that have negative consequences. Parents 
and caregivers should note that poor attendance can result in students not meeting academic 
requirements. This can have serious consequences for students. 

• Parents and caregivers who have a concern about the attendance of their sons or daughters 
should contact the Year Adviser and/or the Head Teacher Administration. 

• CONTACT: 
- JUNIOR (Years 7 - 9) ATTENDANCE – 02 8805 3608 
- SENIOR (Years 10 - 12) ATTENDANCE – 02 8805 3609 

 

INJURY / ILLNESS AT SCHOOL 
• Students must stay at home if they are sick and if required, have a COVID test. Please advise the 

school. 

• The school has no “clinic.” Sick students will be sent home under public health orders. 

• If students feel sick enough to go home they: 
- Report to Student Services 
- Parents and caregivers will be contacted BY STAFF to make arrangements 
- Contact phone numbers must be UP TO DATE 
- If a student is injured, first aid will be given if the student has a minor injury 

• In more serious injuries: 
- Parents and caregivers will be contacted and/or  
- Medical attention will be required and/or 
- An ambulance may be called. 

• Serious student injuries are reported to Department of Education Health & Safety Hotline 
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ASTHMA, ALLERGIES AND ANAPHYLAXIS 
 

Please take note of the following information that you are required to provide to Rooty Hill High School 
prior to your son or daughter attending. 
 

If your child has asthma, you need a doctor to complete an ASTHMA PLAN – 
www.nationalasthma.org.au  
 

Additionally, if your child has a diagnosed ALLERGY that is non-anaphylactic you will need to supply a 
current ACSIA ALLERGY PLAN (NON-ANAPHYLACTIC) to Rooty Hill High School. Also, to be completed 
and signed by a doctor – www.allery.org.au 
 
Anaphylaxis – it is essential that any student diagnosed with anaphylaxis MUST have a current ACSIA 
plan (completed and signed by a doctor) and MUST have 2 adrenaline autoinjectors (e.g. EpiPen) at 
school, one of which is to be left at school the other carried by the student. Please advise the school 
immediately if your child has anaphylaxis. www.allergy.org.au/anaphylaxis 

  
YEAR 7 VACCINATIONS 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 

Teams of specially trained registered nurses will be visiting your child’s school during Year 7 to offer 

vaccinations against serious vaccine preventable diseases. 
 

Vaccines include: 

1. Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine (2 dose 

schedule, given at least 6 months apart) – giving 

protection from 9 types of HPV 

2. Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertussis (dTpa) vaccine (1 

dose) – a booster dose due at this age 
 

What do you need to do? 

✓ Read the Year 7 Vaccination Information Kit which will be distributed by your child’s school 

at the beginning of the school year 

✓ Complete & sign the Consent Form (make sure you sign for each vaccine your child 
requires) 

✓ Return the signed Consent Form to your child to return to school, as soon as possible 
✓ Discuss the importance of vaccinations with your child 
✓ Ensure your child has breakfast on the morning of vaccination 
✓ If your child is absent from school on vaccination day catch-up vaccinations will be 

provided at the next school clinic/s throughout the year 
 

More questions? 

Please contact Western Sydney Public Health Unit on 02 9840 3603 or visit: 

• https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/schoolvaccination.aspx for further information 

and translated copies of the Year 7 Vaccination Information Kit. 

• https://www.health.gov.au/resources/videos/getting-your-hpv-dtpa-vaccinations-at-school-what- to-

expect for video on what to expect on vaccination day. 

• https://www.wslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/2440/Kick%20start%20high%20school%20 

with%208%20easy%20tips.pdf.aspx for 8 easy health tips to kick start high school. 

Trim No: 20/133222 

http://www.nationalasthma.org.au/
http://www.allery.org.au/
http://www.allergy.org.au/anaphylaxis
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/schoolvaccination.aspx
http://www.health.gov.au/resources/videos/getting-your-hpv-dtpa-vaccinations-at-school-what-
https://www.wslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/2440/Kick%20start%20high%20school%20with%208%20easy%20tips.pdf.aspx
https://www.wslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/2440/Kick%20start%20high%20school%20with%208%20easy%20tips.pdf.aspx
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WE DO NOT USE MOBILE PHONES & SOCIAL MEDIA AT SCHOOL 
PROTOCOLS FOR YEARS 7 & 8 

 

At the end of 2018, the Minster for Education banned the use of mobile phones in primary schools 
and allowed secondary schools to determine their own guidelines for use of mobile phones in each 
year group. 
 

Students in Years 7 & 8 at this school are not allowed to bring their mobile phones to school. 
 

The majority of students in Year 7 and Year 8 will have a laptop to use at school and those who do not 
have one yet will have access to an “equity device”. We are very keen that students learn to use these 
devices and use them in class and, where they can, in the breaks to access homework. We are also 
very keen for students to get physical activity in the breaks and to concentrate on using devices and 
taking part in lessons without the distraction of a mobile phone. 
 

The school embraces the use of technology as a learning tool, however, mobile phones can be 
distractors to learning and engagement and pose significant risks for students through unwanted 
contact, on-line bullying and exposure to inappropriate material. Removing access to mobile phones 
during school hours (including during school excursions) will reduce the opportunity for inappropriate 
behaviour. 
 

We are asking your support in not sending your son/daughter to school with a mobile phone. 
 

We also want to ask your support to model and expect good mobile phone behaviour out of hours 
including: 

• Modelling good online behaviour at home especially use of social media. 

• Ensuring mobile phones are switched off at or before 9:30 pm and that your sons/daughters 
do not message or use social media after that time. 

• Preventing your sons/daughters from engaging in cyber-bullying or other behaviour that is 
threatening, rude or unkind. 

• Ensuring your sons/daughters understand the dangers for young people in using online 
communications including sexting, risks of child abuse (including grooming) and risks of scams. 

 

Exemptions may apply for some students in some circumstances. Parents and carers can request an 

exemption which will be considered on a case-by-case basis and granted when required by law or at 

the Principal and/or Deputy Principal’s discretion. Parents and carers of students with approved 

exemptions will be required to set up Screen Time limits on their mobile phone to block use of the 

phone between the hours of 8:40am and 2:55pm. 
 

Lockdown Guides 

• iPhone   https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT201304  

• Android https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738?hl=en  
 

 

Parents and carers who consider their child to have special circumstances are required to contact 

the Deputy Principal to discuss options.  
 

Mobile phones brought to school without permission from the Principal or Deputy Principal will be 
confiscated and given to the Deputy Principal. A parent/carer will be required to collect the phone 
from school at the end of the day. 
 

At Home 
The school will not deal with social media conflicts arising after hours. Parents need to manage 
phone use out of hours. 
 

*Please note that these protocols may be updated for 2022 depending on public health orders related to COVID.  

https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT201304
https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738?hl=en
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SETTING RESTRICTIONS ON MOBILE PHONES (IPHONE) 
 
Apple iPhone Application Lock Through Screen time  
 

Follow the prompts to apply Screen Time limits to your child’s iPhone. This should be done on your 
child’s phone unless you have Family Sharing enabled on your own phone. Steps will vary slightly 
depending on which version of iPhone you are using. 

 

  

Step 1: Open Settings and click on Screen Time. Continue. 

Select ‘This is my iPhone’ unless you want to use your Apple Id and 

password. 

 
Step 2: Select Downtime. 

Enter a Screen Time passcode.  

Do not share with your child. 

 
Click the Downtime button to green. 

 

 

Step 3: Select Customise Days.  

For school use, please set  

Monday to Friday time limits to 

9:00am - 2:55pm.  

 

Scroll to bottom of screen and select 

Block at Downtime. 

 

You can also select who your child communicates with during down-

time by clicking on Communication Limits and following the prompts. 

 

Step 4: Return to the previous screen and select Always Allowed. 

Click on the red minus sign to remove access to apps during down 

time.  

 

The phone option will always be on for safety reasons.  

 

Step 5: To turn off Screen Time, return to the Screen Time page, 

scroll to the bottom and turn select Turn Off Screen Time. 

 

 

ANDROID PHONES 

Use the link below for information on how to set restrictions on 

Android phones: 

https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738?hl=en 

 

https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738?hl=en
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WE ARE SUCCESSFUL STARTERS 
 

All incoming Year 7 students will take part in a peer mentor program. The program aims to encourage 

every Year 7 student to believe they can achieve and reach their goals at Rooty Hill High School. 

The program: 

• is a peer led, skills based practical learning program 

• develops key skills in resilience, teamwork, decision making, problem solving and leadership 

• provides students with a supportive learning environment in which to develop the skills, 

attitudes and strategies to improve their mental, social and emotional well-being 

• empowers young people to support each other and contribute positively to school and society 

• provides a forum where students are abler to discuss important issues 

• provide an awareness and respect of the similarities and differences in people 

 

SOCIAL CURRICULUM 
Rooty Hill is keen for all students to achieve their best – this can only be done if each person chooses 

quality behaviour, which will lead to the production of quality work and the development of quality 

relationships. 
 

To promote positive mental health, the social curriculum (delivered through PDHPE lessons) provides 

opportunities for students to learn about “Raising Responsibility,” “Choice Theory” (see page 6) and 

wellbeing. They focus on understanding their strengths; building high expectations and resilience; 

developing strong communication and problem-solving skills and the importance of positive 

relationships and strong connections to success at school.  

 

CAPABLE LEARNERS 
At Rooty Hill High School we value all aspects of the curriculum including the development of 
student learning around the key capabilities that have been identified as essential for the successful 
transition beyond school in the 21st Century. These capabilities are embedded within the NSW Board 
of Studies syllabus documents for each KLA and include:  

• Information and Communication Technology 

• Critical and Creative Thinking 

• Personal, Social and Ethical Understanding 

• Difference and Diversity 

• Work and Enterprise 

• Civics, Citizenship and Sustainability 

• Literacy and Numeracy 

All teaching and learning programs at our school have the capabilities at the heart of all lessons, with 

students completing tasks that allow them to not only learn the content for each subject, but to also 

enable participation in learning experiences that help them to develop an ability to function in all 

aspects of school and beyond. We want all students to have the chance to participate in curricular, 

co-curricular and extra-curricular programs for their portfolios. Students will be encouraged in all 

subject areas to collect evidence of their abilities around the capabilities that will then be uploaded 

into the personalised Learning Hub that exists as part of the BYOD program.  
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PERSONALISED LEARNING 

If students are to learn how to be successful adults who understand themselves and others, who can 

live and work with others and who can achieve their potential, the school has a mandate to provide 

opportunities for students to learn in a wide range of academic, emotional and social domains. The 

school has a focus on teaching both subject and ACARA capability knowledge skills (know-how), 

capabilities and dispositions. 

At Rooty Hill High School each student: 

• Has a structured personalised learning program in which every student has a personal learning 

plan and opportunities to reflect on their goals, achievements and plans at least once per 

semester. 

• Sets a subject goal in each subject each semester, collects evidence from success criteria and 

writes a reflection on his/her academic reports.  

• Will have a personalised academic plan and portfolio in each subject based on academic 

performance and expected progress from Year 7 to 12.  

• Manages their own individual student digital portfolio. 

• My Learning Hub – every student will have a digital portfolio on which they can load: 

▪ evidence of their work in each of the ACARA capabilities 

▪ their CV and personal statement 

▪ their personalised learning plans and 

▪ their merit, significant achievement and other awards 

• Is supported through individual monitoring of attendance, completion of work, behaviour in 

class and behaviour in the playground. 

• Can access the Learning Centre and have time allocated for customised learning. 

• Participates in structured teaching of a social curriculum (through the PDHPE program) to learn 

about the school’s key values and frameworks in participation, responsibility, safety and 

“Raising Responsibility”. 

• Will be invited and expected to participate in specific targeted programs for identified groups 

of students and for different year groups. 

• Will have opportunities in student leadership, mentoring and mediation programs run by 

students for students, including the School Ambassador program for Years 7 – 9 and peer 

support. 

• Will attend assemblies to celebrate learning including deputy principal assemblies in Terms 1 

and 3 and report presentation assemblies at the end of Terms 2 and 4 for students in Years 7 

– 10.  

• Will experience whole school events and programs including Harmony in Diversity Day, 

Sustainability Day, practical learning week and Learning Neighbourhood events.  

• Wil have the benefit of our strong connections with the partner primary schools creating 

effective transitions from pre-school through to high school. 
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 ASSESSMENT TASKS & ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 

There are some keys to success at high school. 

Attend – Students need to attend school every day and be in class.  

Behave – They need to behave “above the line” 

Complete and contribute – Students need to take an active part in their own learning and they need 

to complete all set homework and assessment tasks. 

We have two main types of assessment in this school: 

1. Subject based – grades issued 

2. Capability based – progressive individual assessment using the success criteria from each 

lesson – self, peer and teacher 

A special note about homework – most homework in this school is now online and parents and 

caregivers can see what is required (note: local libraries have wireless access) through each student’s 

Google account. 

Homework is the chance to finish and consolidate work done at school and it is not necessarily set 

each day. This is different to assessment – where students need to take time to prepare and study.  

All students benefit from learning how to manage their time and how to balance school home work 

with “Home” homework – helping with chores, learning how to shop and budget, and playing sports. 

Parents should not do homework for their children – they should be supportive. 

 

 

 

STUDENT AGENCY, STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 

At this school every student needs to understand their own progress, growth and attainment. As they 

create and maintain their portfolios in #MyLearningHub, they learn to upload evidence (work samples) 

and annotate that evidence to show they can assess their progress against capability and subject 

benchmarks. At the end of each semester they use their subject based learning goals and their 

personal evidence portfolio to co-construct and write their own subject report comments which are 

then “validated” by the teacher. 

Our school data and evidence shows that this helps students improve their results over time. 
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SCHOOL AND SUBJECT COSTS - YEAR 7 
 

• The school has no general contribution – everything collected is spent to provide equipment and 
resources for students in each subject. 

• Subject costs are tax deductible. They are donated through the school’s Library Fund and cover 
the costs of all resources listed below. 

• Subject costs are capped at $200 per student per annum with a maximum of $600 per family. 

• Student assistance is available for families needing extra help and applications should be made 
through the office with a valid Centrelink Card or other supporting documents.  

• All students who purchase and register a new BYO (Bring Your Own) device (computer) for use at 
school are exempt from subject costs for that year.  Devices and licenses must be registered – 
please see the IT Staff Team. 

• Years 7 – 11 subject costs and contributions need to be paid by the end of Term 3 to ensure 
students receive all items. 

• Online payments can be made 24/7 through the school website by clicking on ‘Make a payment’ 
– https://rootyhill-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/    

• Payments can also be made in person (from 8:30am – 1:30pm on school days) at Student Services. 

 

 
Subject Costs for Year 7 - $200 
 

Subject costs including exercise books, workbooks, mandatory fieldwork 
and specific equipment for each subject 

$50 

Visual Arts diary $10 

Mandatory TAS consumables $30 

Technology fee (device management, licence & software fees) $110 

TOTAL $200 

  

School – owned device (Chromebook):  
One off non-refundable deposit for use of school Chromebooks in Years 7-9 
to cover the cost of maintenance and minor repairs. 

$180 

Please note: Students whose families put a non-refundable deposit on a school –owned-device will receive 
the equipment and books (included in the $200 subject costs) at no extra cost. 

 
Equipment such as aprons, maths kits and calculators are provided in class and will be kept at school. 
 
Additional costs for students: 

• Sport and carnivals 

• Excursions – non-mandatory 

• Year 7 camp/excursion 

https://rootyhill-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) - YEAR 7 

Students in Year 7 have the option to BYOD and some families may choose to do so. The student’s device 
must be registered with the school before school starts in 2022. 
 

Please Note: Students whose families purchase a BYO device will receive the equipment and books 
(included in the $200 subject costs) at no extra cost. 
 

Our students learn face to face and in an online digital curriculum. This includes software resources and tools 
designed to help students develop their skills and capabilities in all subjects through the use of ICT. 
 

Each student who has a device receives: 
1. Access to the Rooty Hill High School digital curriculum (Google Classroom). 
2. Access to the Rooty Hill High School electronic portfolio (My Learning Hub). 
3. Preparation for life and work with a full ICT BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) program subsidised by the 

school. The school subsidises the licence and software costs. 
 

Please also read page 18 (subject contributions) and the full device policy on the school website – 
https://rootyhill-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/   

 

MINIMUM DEVICE REQUIREMENTS AND SPECIFICATIONS 
The device specifications identify the minimum system requirements/hardware specifications for students so 
that parents are fully informed about requirements. If you are unsure of any aspect of this specification 
document please contact RHHS. 
 

Students who bring their own device with evidence of purchase do not pay subject and technology contributions 
in the year of purchasing the device. 

 

Form Factor 
(Device Type) 

Laptop or convertible device (Tablet with detachable Keyboard). 
Note: Must have a durable keyboard for day to day use. 

Physical Dimensions Minimum Screen Size: 10” 

Operating System Chrome OS (Chromebook) or Microsoft Windows 10. 

Wireless  
Compatibility 

The DEC wireless network installed in DEC high schools operates on certain Wi-Fi standards.  
For the device to connect to the network it must be labelled with 802.11a/b/g/n or 802.11ac 
dual band. Devices with only 802.11b/g or 802.11n 2.4GHz will not be able to connect to the 
internet. 

Battery Life Advertised battery life of at least 6 hours. 

Additional  
Recommendations 

• Maximum weight: 2kg. 

• Accidental loss and breakage insurance and extended warranty.  

Note: Insurance and warranty: Be aware of the terms of insurance policies/warranties for the 
device. The school will not accept responsibility for loss or breakage. 

Software • Access to Google Suite for Education through the RHHS Domain will be provided to all students.  

• Google Chrome Web Browser  

Note: Chromebooks utilise a Google username and password to log in. Students will be issued 
with RHHS Domain username and password upon registering their device with the school. 

Security Software Microsoft Windows 10 operating systems require the latest internet security and system 
updates. 
Note: Google Chrome OS - no additional security software is required. 

Accessories Carry case: Supply a carry case or plastic protective case to protect the device. 

Hardware 
 

• Camera 

• Microphone 

• USB Ports 
Ergonomics Students should ensure they are comfortable using their device during the school day 

particularly in relation to screen size & sturdy keyboard. 
 

The RHHS community supports the BYOD program for students in Years 7-12 who purchase a new device and 
provide evidence to the school. Please read the school’s Device Policy at https://rootyhill-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/  

https://rootyhill-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://rootyhill-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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CANTEEN 
 

The canteen at Rooty Hill High School is operated by Healthy Canteens Australia.  
Below is a copy of the 2021 High School Canteen Menu. The canteen menu can also 
be found on their website https://healthycanteens.com.au/canteen-menus/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://healthycanteens.com.au/canteen-menus/
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Welcome Year 7 2022 

#classof2027 


